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Development of a Seaweed Drier Using Heat Pumps

Improvement of dry seaweed quality
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Electrotechnology Applications Research & Development Center,
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Dry seaweed is produced by drying it with hot air at 35-45°C by
means of boilers. This heating of the seaweed 1s detrimental to its
taste and quality. We have fabricated a prototype of a new seaweed
drier utilizing a heat pump which is capable of dehumidifying the
seaweed at lower temperatures (about 30°C). It was tested to dry
seaweed under various conditions set In accordance 1o the season
when the seaweed had been harvested. and the various quality
indexes including the luster, taste and flavor of the dried seaweed
was evaluated. In the test, the new seaweed drier proved satisfactory
results In improving the quality and the drying time was reduced.
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