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What is Virtual Reality?

(Yutaka Soyama, Electric Power Research & Development Center, Information and Control Engineering Research Group)
Recently what is called the wirtual reality or artificial reality is attracting a lot of public attention. It s a new technology
which integrates computer graphics and electro-mechanical technologies. It enables one to enter ar imaginary world
created by the computer and freely manipulate the objects in that world, not by manipulating the pictures on the
display by operating a mouse or a keyboard. fFor instance, turning one’s head causes the displaved landscape to
change accordingly. and a displayed object can be picked up and moved. This nove! technology 1s believed to make an
important base for the man-machine interface of the future
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