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Results and Introductions of Research Activities
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Development of the Shellfish Removal Robot
Cleaning the Inner Surface of the Pipe by Use of Clean Energy
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(Electric Power Research & Development Center, Mechatronics Group)

We have developed, jointly with NKK Corp.. a robot which prevents
marine fauna such as shellfish from attaching themselves to the
inner surface of sea water intake pipes of themal power plants. It's
driving force 1s the power of the water flow to move through the
pipe. Conventionally, an anti-stick coating to the surface of the pipe
has been applied and many workers clean it periodically, But we
think this method has many problems. Therefore, we have developed
the robot which does not require an energy supply and solves these
problems related to the maintenance. This robot 1s expected as a
new method for the shellfish removal
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