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Development of Turbine Nozzle Cleaner
Realizes Even Cleaning and Improves Inspection Accuracy
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(Electric Power Research & Development Center, Mechatronics Group)

Cleaning operations on steam turbine nozzles (stationary blades)
during periodic inspections of thermal power plants are done by a
number of human workers under poor working conditions and tend
to create uneven cleaning. We have developed, jointly with Chubu
Plant Service Co., Ltd., an automatic and remotely controlled cleaner
1o save on labor and improve the cleaning finish. As a result of
experimental studies, it was revealed that sufficiently clean surfaces
and improved inspection accuracy are possible with this cleaner
Enhanced operability and increasing the speed will be studied in the
future to enhance serviceability.
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