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(Transmission and Distribution Group, Electric Power Research &
Development Center)

At present, whether the mobilization of our patrols and restoration
task forces should be carried out or not in the case of a lightning
attack is judged based on the information received from the
lightning attack warning system. In most cases, however, even if a
lightning attack warning is issued, distribution lines do not fail thanks
to the recent strengthening of the distributors against lightning, and
mobilization is carried without need. To solve this problem,
research has been carried out into a thunderstorm information
system which is capable of calculating active thundercloud areas
that might cause lightning attacks intensive enough to damage
distributors, and thereby estimating their travel direction and speed.
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