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Development Research of a Blockage Clearing Method for Drain Pipes

Blockage Clearing Technology for Power Plant Drainage Pipes
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(Nuclear Power Engineering Team, Nuclear Power and Materials
Group, Electric Power Research and Development Center)

It was understood that pipe blockages were caused by an
accumulation of sand and rust within the drainage pipes of
Hamaoka Nuclear Power Plant, and it was hoped that an efficient
blockage clearing method could be established. In this research, we
have investigated and selected all-purpose checking equipment for
the interior surfaces of pipes and blockage clearing equipment. We
have also made applicability assessments using full-sized mockup
equipment, imitating actual drainage pipes. Furthermore, we have
introduced improvements, tested the effectiveness of equipment on
actual pipe blockages, and finally arrived at an effective blockage
clearing method.
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