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Improvement of Method for Producing Ethanol from Cellulosic Biomass

To Facilitate the Use of Weeds or Driftwood as Liquid Fuel
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(CO2 Reduction Technology Group, Electric Power Research and
Development Center)

It is a necessity that bioethanol be produced from woods or grasses
that do not compete with food crops (cellulosic biomass). A problem
does exist, however, in which a large quantity of chemicals or a high-
temperature, high-pressure environment is required for decomposing
woods or grasses into sugar, which becomes the source of ethanol. We
have discovered the possibility that cellulosic biomass can more easily
be decomposed to sugar through the application of a method for
promoting chemical reactions. An outline of our research will be
introduced below.
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