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Development of a Chemical Cleaning Method for Air Preheaters

Aiming for Improved Power Plant Operating Rates
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(Environment and Recycling Team, Energy and Environment Group,
Electric Power Research and Development Center)

Air preheaters, which are used to heat combustion air by collecting heat
from the exhaust gas at coal-fired thermal power plants, become
contaminated by exhaust gas components and coal ashes and therefore
require regular cleansing that causes operations at the power plant to be
temporarily suspended. Where, in the past, high-pressure water was
used to remove accretions and cleanse the air preheater, we will
introduce a new chemical cleaning method which requires less time,
enabled by the development of a cleaning solution that decomposes
accretions chemically.
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