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Development History of Home Electronics Appliances 1 Electric Water Heaters[
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(Living Environment Team, Consumer Technology Group,Energy
Applications Research & Development Center)

Our research and development center was established in June
1965 as a comprehensive technological research institute aiming for
the development of electric power technologies including those for
more efficient electricity utilization. In 1988, the research and
development center was re-organized as a department and two
separate research centers : the Research Planning Department, the
Electric Power Research & Development Center and the Electricity
Utilization Research & Development Center. In July 2001, the
Electricity Utilization Research & Development Center was renamed
the Energy Applications Research & Development Center.

Since the center's establishment, Japan experienced alternating
periods of rapid and steady economic growth, oil crises and energy
conservation, the so-called (overvalued real estate based) "bubble
economy", and zero economic growth. Now, the country is
reassessing and selecting energy options aiming at energy
conservation on a global environmental scale.

In line with the passage of time, the Energy Applications Research
& Development Center has carried out research and development
from the perspective of our customers. In particular, the Living
Environment Team primarily engages in research and development
in the home-living sector and has been proactively involved with
issues involving daily living. As a result of technological innovations
and changes in our times, we are at the period of reform where our
daily life is undergoing great changes. At this point we wish to
spotlight our past approaches and review our progress in
technological innovations in order to determine the directional basis
for our business in future.

As concerns electric water heaters, in 1964, we were the first to
establish the "midnight power rates" among the electric companies
and have been enthusiastically engaged in their proliferation and R
& D from the earliest stages. Hence, we are featuring our electric
water heater as one example here.
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