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How to Distinguish Between Oil Films and Bacterial Films

Before Determining that a Film is an Oil Film
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(Chemistry Team, Nuclear Power, Materials and Chemistry Group,
Electric Power Research and Development Center)

A method to discriminate a bacterial film, which is often mistaken as an
oil film, from an oil film will be introduced. Iron bacteria grow in places
where groundwater containing a large amount of iron ions emerges and
forms an elongated bar shape, mainly consisting of iron and oxygen.
Although oil films and iron bacteria films cannot be visually distinguished
from one another, they can be distinguished from each other easily if
characteristics of each substance can be identified.
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